Draft


Transition St Albans Transport Group
Aims

To encourage people in St Albans to use sustainable modes of transport (walking, cycling, public transport) wherever feasible.

To campaign for transport investment and management which will help the transition to more sustainable modes of transport and reduce the need to travel.
To encourage members of Transition St Albans to commit to reducing their carbon footprints by walking, cycling and using public transport wherever feasible and avoiding air travel if possible.
Actions
Walking

The perception that the roads are dangerous to pedestrians is an important factor deterring people, particularly, children from walking more.  
We need to assert the primacy of those on foot over motor vehicles in our residential streets and reclaim the streets as places for living in rather than as corridors for motor vehicles.  With this in mind we need to:
· Support the 20’s Plenty campaign to make 20mph the speed limit on all our residential roads.  

· Facilitate and join a local 20’s Plenty campaign in St Albans.

· Facilitate and join a local Living Streets (formerly the Pedestrians Association) in St Albans.

Similarly, we need to stress that pedestrians should have priority in the city centre.  St Peters Street is the equivalent of the main bus station and if buses are to keep to time and the area is to be friendly to pedestrians it cannot be expected to also be a route for through traffic.   It should be reserved for pedestrians, cyclists, buses and taxis.
Cycling

St Albans Cycling Campaign (STACC) aims to promote cycle use and has over 400 members.  There is no need for another group and Transition St Albans should encourage all its members to join STACC and support its work.
Buses

Network St Albans is a partnership between the County Council, District Council, bus operators and the University of Hertfordshire.  It aims to improve public transport and reduce congestion and harmful emissions.  It has secured over £1M to improve bus services in the District.

Our first task is to engage with Network St Albans to see how we can help its work and in particular ensure that the views of bus users, existing and prospective, are able to guide its work.

If there is sufficient interest we would like to set up a Bus Users Group which would be affiliated to Bus Users UK the national organisation campaigning for better bus services.

Rail services

It is likely that the Abbey Line will be converted to operation by light rail i.e. trams.  
We would like to see more frequent services, extended operating hours and adequate capacity for passengers, their luggage and cycles.   We should seek to engage in any discussions on these issues and also press for extensions of the service particularly into Watford town centre and St Albans City Centre.

We want a frequent and reliable train service on the Thameslink route.   We should support existing user groups in pressing for improvements but there does not seem to be a need at present for any new initiatives on our part.
Cars

We are not anti-motorist but we wish to encourage people to use other and more sustainable modes of transport.   So, as well as promoting the positive benefits of walking and cycling to the individual and to society as a whole we also need to push for financial incentives for not using and owning a car.  Indicative examples include:

· In controlled parking areas give households which do not have a car a notional car-parking permit which the household can then sell to those wanting an extra permit at the going rate (currently £450 a year for a business permit).

· Encourage all employers to charge for all-day (i.e. commuter) parking by employees and, wherever possible, make this an essential ingredient of mandatory green travel plans when planning permission is granted.

· Encourage all employers to allow employees to claim the same per mile travelling expenses whether they travel by car, walking, cycling or public transport.  
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