CycleNation Conference    Portsmouth 17 April 2010

General

Useful to find out what is going on elsewhere and how others have run effective campaigns for 20mph etc.   

20 mph limits
Portsmouth

· Initial problems with the police – against ACPO (Assoc of Chief Police Officers) guidelines Long negotiations and threat not to cooperate on speed cameras eventually got them board.

· Local paper initially against but supported when they saw there was widespread support.

· Done in sic sections in turn.

· Big publicity campaign – sent leaflets with every school child.

· One year on:  accidents down 15% and speed reduced by 1.5 mph on average and by 7 mph on the faster roads.  
Oxford

· Tory county council thought there were too many fragmented 20 mph zones so went for a city wide scheme.   City council is controlled by Labour and Lib-Dems.   Implemented the city wide scheme in one day at a cost of £300K.  

· Problems with Police enforcement.

Rod King 20s plenty

· 50 times cheaper than physical calming such as humps.

· Make contact with local organisations e.g. WI, OAP groups to get their support

· Draw up petitions

· Form an action group

· Leave out the distributor roads to start with.

Other issues
Need to get the local NHS Primary Care Trust involved in promoting the Government’s active travel strategy (walking and cycling).   

Cyclenation 

The format of the conference needed to be improved.  

1.  5 speakers before lunch with little opportunity for discussion/networking.

2. 3 x 35 mins workshop sessions in the afternoon.    At two of the three workshops I attended, the speakers/convenors spoke for most of the time so it was more of a lecture than an interactive workshop.

3. A better balance between speakers and workshops is needed.

Cyclenation would like to talk to us.  Invite them to a committee meeting?

AGM 15th May

Next conference Edinburgh 6th November.

John Metcalf

April 2010
